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1. ‘he parachutes srm of the Bulgarian Air Foree, between 1942 and 
9 Septenber 1944, consisted of one well equipped and trained 
yattalion. 


2. a. The Headquarters of the Bulgarian parachute arn, in May 
1948, was located at 52 ul. Ivan Asen TT, SOFIA, the building 
of the Hq of the air force. 


». Cole MARINCHEVSKI was inspector of the Parachute Troops. 
Phere was one parachute battalion of 360 to 590 men stationed 
in STARA ZAGORA (B 13/B 25) in May 1946. Iss CO was a parti- 
gan major whose name was unknown . The battalion comprised 
shree companies, including one assault company with special 
eraining for sabotage activities, 


3, The members of the parachute arm were volunteers and specially 
qualified members of the armed forces, The period of service 
wag 18 months as in other branches. About 10 percent of the 
soldiers reenlisted as cadre personnel after termination of 
their compulsory term of service. 


4, “ith the exception of the training for jempinr, the status 
of training was bad, because the old experienced officers 
had been discharged after 1944 ant placed before a people's 
court. The new ofticers lacked any experience in tactics. 
The parachutists were trained with rifles, submachine guns, 
light end heavy machine guns, and light infantry guns. The 
soldiers of the assault company were also instructed in the 
use of explosive. for sabotage activities. Six jumps had 
to be made by eaca soldier during his basic trainine. After 
shis he was called a "parachutist’, eenlisted parachutists 
had to jump six times each year. igher ranks had to verforn 
fewer jumps. NCOs and soldiers were given a bonus of 1,500 
to 2,000 Leva for each jump, officers received a bonus of 
4,000 Teva. Sinee the parachute battalion had no aircraft 
at its disposal, one or two Ju-52s were loaned by the Direc-~ 
torate for Aviation for the practice jumps. Paracans were 
available for drepping weapons and equipment. Light infantry 
guns were lowered with three parachutes per fun, Farachute 
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toweSs were not available except for an about 150-foot 
tower in the Boris Park from “hich the population jumped 
for pleasure's sake. 


25X1 [___|Conment: 


Subject report supplements and corrects the data trans~ 
mitted by the same source of another report . Tenort 
cannot be verified for lack of comparable information. 
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